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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

PROTECTING PRIVACY AND EN-
HANCING DIGITAL COMPETITION

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 15, 2021

Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, | wish to
raise the need for congressional action in two
areas that are critical for the privacy rights of
Americans and the economic competitiveness
of American companies and startups. We
need a comprehensive privacy law to protect
Americans in commercial contexts, and we
need to reform surveillance laws relating to
government collection of personal information.

As a Representative of Silicon Valley, I'm
proud of the countless innovations my con-
stituents have brought forward that improve
the lives of billions of people, but | also recog-
nize that our country needs a comprehensive
privacy law. In November 2019, Congress-
woman ZOE LOFGREN and | first introduced the
Online Privacy Act to protect individuals, en-
courage innovation, and take a major step to-
wards restoring trust in technology. We are
preparing to reintroduce this bill in the coming
days. Our legislation creates privacy rights for
users, places clear privacy obligations on
companies, establishes a Digital Privacy
Agency (DPA) to enforce privacy protections
and investigate abuses, and strengthens en-
forcement by empowering state attorneys gen-
eral to enforce privacy violations and allowing
individuals to appoint nonprofits to represent
them in private class-action lawsuits. Impor-
tantly, the U.S. is the only industrialized coun-
try that lacks an agency focused on privacy
law. Our legislation fixes that issue.

We must also reconsider laws that authorize
the Intelligence Community to collect and
process personal information. Having served
for nearly a decade on the House Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence, | have a
deep regard for our national security needs.
However, | also recognize how our needs
have evolved and how authorizations Con-
gress enacted two decades ago have been
abused. Specifically, we must limit the collec-
tion and retention of surveillance data under
Executive Order 12333 regarding intelligence
surveillance and Section 702 of the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA). I've joined
proposals to reform these laws in the past and
| believe Congress must prioritize these
issues, not only to protect privacy but also be-
cause they directly impact our economy.

In 2015, the European Court of Justice
(ECJ) struck down an agreement between the
U.S. and EU known as Safe Harbor. In ex-
plaining its decision to invalidate the agree-
ment, the Court cited concerns with lack of ju-
dicial redress and EU citizens’ fundamental
rights to privacy, codified in the EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights. In response to the invali-
dation of this agreement, the U.S. and EU
came to another data agreement known as
Privacy Shield with stronger privacy protec-
tions. In July 2020 the ECJ struck down this

agreement too, again due to the breadth of
U.S. surveillance laws. Plainly put, the ECJ
ruling highlights that EU citizens—and Ameri-
cans—cannot easily challenge the uses of
their data by our Intelligence Community using
our judicial system. The decision harms U.S.
companies by creating uncertainty in the mar-
ket and restricting access to data that many
small businesses, startups, and other compa-
nies rely on to remain competitive.

| have joined efforts by Representatives
LOFGREN and MASSIE to reform Section 702 of
FISA to prohibit the warrantless search of on-
line communications and prohibit the federal
government from pressuring companies to
build encryption “backdoors,” and | intend to
keep fighting for these needed reforms.

| urge my colleagues to pass legislative re-
forms to surveillance laws that respect privacy
and enable American economic competitive-
ness, while also respecting our national secu-
rity needs. We must devote our energies to
achieving these objectives.

———

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
MAJOR GENERAL PAT HAMILTON

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 15, 2021

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Madam Speaker,
I’'m honored to celebrate and recognize the
extraordinary work of Major General Pat Ham-
ilton as he transitions into his richly-deserved
retirement. His dedication to our beloved na-
tion and his community in Round Rock, Texas
is the reflection of a true and devoted public
servant.

With his altruistic spirit and high-minded vi-
sion, MG Hamilton is a trusted leader and
proud warrior. Throughout his military career,
he brought his tremendous talents and com-
mitment to excellence to every challenge he
encountered. His extraordinary work did not
go unnoticed as he was awarded our nation’s
highest honors, including the Legion of Merit
and the Bronze Star Medal. His efforts have
been critical in maintaining the U.S. military’s
reputation as the world’s greatest fighting
force.

MG Hamilton’s commitment to investing his
gifts, talents, and abilities to improve his com-
munity is a deeply held creed that speaks to
the generosity and activism of a true and de-
voted public servant. His resume tells the
story of a man unafraid to contribute both his
time and energies to a multitude of organiza-
tions that rely on volunteerism and social en-
gagement to make good communities great.
His commitment to public service represents
the best values of Central Texas.

Retirement is meant to be celebrated and
enjoyed. It is not the end of a career, but the
beginning of a new adventure. It is my honor
to recognize the selfless service of Major Gen-
eral Pat Hamilton as he starts this new chap-
ter of his life. On behalf of Central Texas, |

thank him for his superb work and wish him
the very best.

—————

SUPPORTING THE U.S. FLAGGED
FLEET

HON. JERRY L. CARL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 15, 2021

Mr. CARL. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
support of the U.S. flagged merchant fleet and
the men and women of the US merchant ma-
rine who work every day to support our mili-
tary and our nation. We are now seeing first-
hand how important maritime transportation is
to our supply chain and the health of our
economy.

Our U.S. flagged fleet responds when called
upon to aid in disasters and emergencies,
moves critical government and military cargo
around the world, and carries essential hu-
manitarian aid to help people in need across
the globe.

Madam Speaker, programs like the Maritime
Security Program and the Tanker Security
Program enjoy bipartisan support in Congress
because they help ensure we retain both a
strong commercial maritime capability that en-
hances our national security and a critical mili-
tary capability should we need it in times of
conflict. We must do all we can to strengthen
our fleet and support our mariners.

HONORING MICHAEL CHANDLER

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 15, 2021

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, the Com-
monwealth of Virginia mourns the loss of Offi-
cer Michael Chandler of the Big Stone Gap
Police Department. Officer Chandler was killed
in the line of duty on November 13, 2021, at
the age of 29. Though he was taken too soon,
he lived a selfless life of service and commit-
ment to the rigorous calling of law enforce-
ment.

Officer Chandler was a native of Big Stone
Gap. As a student at Powell Valley High
School, he played football and scored the last
touchdown in the school’s history before it
subsequently merged into Union High School.
He graduated in 2011 and began service in
2015 with the Big Stone Gap Fire Department.
In 2019, Officer Chandler joined the Big Stone
Gap Police Department. He was a distin-
guished public servant who put his life on the
line every day as he courageously served,
protected, and defended those around him.
While on duty on his 29th birthday, he gave
the ultimate sacrifice. Officer Chandler was
shot while performing a wellness check in
Wise County. He was initially transported to
Norton Community Hospital before being flown
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